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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Greetings from my corner of the hangar! We
had a great turnout at the October meeting to
hear Chapter member Joe Benich talk about
his interesting career and give us a look into
running a Travel Club Airline.

For each of the nine years our EAA Chapter
has existed when October rolls around it time
for our annual Young Eagle airlift. This year
each of you should be proud of your efforts in
putting forth a positive impression of grass
roots aviation and the EAA Young Eagle
Program. Watching the smiles on the faces
as the kids came back from their rides made it
all worthwhile. For most of us it was a tankfull
of gas but to them it was a major life
experience. After our traditional “debrief” over
lunch at Chandler it was still wasn’t clear who
had the most fun, the pilots or the kids!

| hope to see everyone at the November
meeting.

Curtis
NOVEMBER CHAPTER MEETING

The November meeting of Thunderbird Field
EAA Chapter 1217 will be held on Thursday,
November 15th, in the Scottsdale Airport
Terminal Building. The time is 7pm.

This month’s guest speaker will be Chapter
1217 member Captain Billy Walker. Billy has
put together a great presentation on the
history of the P-51 Mustang. He is going to
have a lot of pictures from this year’s
Mustangs and Legends Airshow as well as
some background on the “Red Dog” Mustang
that is based at Steller Airpark.

We will also have pictures from our young
Eagle Airlift. Remember guests are always
welcome.

YOUNG EAGLE AIRLIFT

Saturday October 20", was the date of this
year’'s Chapter 1217 Young Eagle Airlift at the
Casa Grande Airport. This was our ninth
anniversary of doing this event and things ran
really smoothly. At 0700 the Scouts served
up a free breakfast for everyone involved.
After a short briefing we started flying right at
0800. By 1030 the last of the 106 Young
Eagle rides were completed as well as 16
rides to volunteers and Scout Leaders.
Everyone involved had a great time and the
Scouts were very happy with the rides they
received. It seems that we finally have the
right combination so the volunteer pilots can
show up and give rides and not have to deal
with the paperwork.

The planning starts during the summer with
Terry Emig getting permission from the City of
Casa Grande to use the airport terminal. We
also attended several “round table meetings”
with the Scouts to talk about the program and
what they could expect. Finally, hard working
Chip Headman from the Boy Scouts gets all
the permission slips and assigns boarding
groups. All this goes on so the pilots can
show up and fly on the day of the event.

A big thanks to everyone from the chapter
who participated in this worthwhile event.
Sherri Schellenberger volunteered to be our
Chapter photographer so we will have some
good pictures to show at the next meeting.

CLASS BRAVO CHANGE

As we have said in several of the past
newsletters, the Phoenix Class B airspace
boundaries have changed! Be sure you are
flying with current information. Get your new
Phoenix sectional and Phoenix VFR Terminal
Area Charts dated October 25, 2007. Don't
forget to update your GPS too!



YOUNG EAGLE AIRLIFT PARTICIPANTS

Volunteer Pilots and Planes

Jack Pollack Chipmunk
Arv Schultz Citabria
Brian Ryckmen Cessna 180

David Roberts Super Decathalon

Curtis Clark Aero Commander
Billy Walker Stearman

Bill Lewallen Cessna 185
Rusty Gavagon  Cessna 140

Ground Crew Volunteers

Terry Emig Stearman

Dick Delafield Legend Cub
Terry Peterson Bonanza

Jeff Meyers RV-6

Mike Morgan Cessna 172SP
Tom Snyder Bonanza
Dawn Zurcher Warrior

Bill Unternaehrer, Roger Parish, Sherri Schellenberger, Julie White, Hal and Jackie Rozema,
Ron Landon, Roger Vanderwindt, Bill Prebbles, and the Casa Grande EAA Chapter.

PROJECT HELP WANTED
BY CHAPTER MEMBER

I have a stalled building project that | would like to
get going. I'm looking for one or two partners to
help finish my Vision Project. The fuselage is
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Dick Delafield and his Legend Cub after giving a Young Eagle ride
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almost complete. The wing spar has been
started, and | have a fresh 0-320 160 HP engine
waiting for the plane. Pictures are available at
www.visionaircraft.com. | can be contacted at
flyawayman@cox.net or 480-225-8153, Terry
Peterson
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Rusty Gavagon and his Cessna 140 at the Young Eagle Airlift
CHAPTER 1217 HOLIDAY PARTY

The ninth annual Thunderbird Field EAA
Chapter 1217 holiday party is just around the
corner! Please set aside the date for an
evening of socializing with your fellow Chapter
members in a relaxed environment while
enjoying light snacks, cash bar, live holiday
music and an all around good time.

This year’'s Chapter 1217 party will be held at
Lager Fields Sports Grill on the evening of
Saturday, December eighth. Lager Fields is
located at 12601 North Paradise Village
Parkway, on the southwest corner of Paradise
Valley Mall, across the street from Target and
REI. We will have our own separate room for
the party.

HELLO SANTA...COME IN SANTA

EAA TV's series, From the Ground Up, was
the first program dedicated to the
homebuilding and restoration of airplanes. It
aired on the Discovery Wings Channel
several years ago, and it's now available on
DVD through EAA. The series takes you
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through all the steps of building an RV-8, from
inventorying parts to the first flight. The
complete, four-DVD set is available for
$79.99, or for $21.99 each. Call 800-843-
3612.

VALLEY FLYING CLUB

Valley Flying Club was established in April
1994 at Scottsdale Airport for the purpose of
providing quality aircraft rental as well as
thorough, effective and safe flight training.
Bob Mayer has been working at getting a
collection of nice, clean, safe, well equipped
aircraft to provide to members. The club is
primarily located at Deer Valley Airport and
offers an alternative to high priced flight
schools and beat up training planes. The
planes are nice, mostly hangered and
equipped with state of the art communication

and navigation systems. Check out
www.valleyflyingclub.com for more
information
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Photo by Sherri Schellenberger from Brian Ryckmen’s Cessna 185

Curtis Clark flying Mark Nuessle’s Aero Commander 500B with Young Eagles Aboard

AND THE WINNERS ARE
2007 COPPERSTATE FLY-IN AWARD WINNERS
Custom Built Tube and Fabric

Grand Champion 1stplace Sky Dancer N627F
Lancair 235/320 N694RS Steve Fisher Simi Valley, CA
Randy Snarr South Jordan, UT 2na Place Pitts Model 12 N491X
Reserve Grand Champion William Veatch Chandler, AZ
Lancair Legacy N70AZ Custom Built Composite
William Oprendek Sedona, AZ 1st place Lancair 235/320 N694RS
Custom Built Metal Randy Snarr _South Jordan, UT
1stplace RV-8 N249TS 2nd P!a_ce Lancair Legacy N70AZ
Bill Stratton Lake City, FL William Oprendek Sedona, AZ
2nd Place RV-7A N67BT 3rd Place Lancair IV P N4LK .
Bob Trumpfheller Cedaredge, cO Wendell & Martha Solesbee Yorba Linda, CA
3rdPlace RV-6 N216PH Custom Built Best Alternative Power
Peter Hunt Clearwater Beach, FL Zodiac 601 XL N42KP (Corvair Powered)
Custom Built Wood Rick Lindstrom Hayward, CA
1st Place Wittman Tailwind N374WT Classic
Red Hamilton Fort Bragg, CA 1stplace Cessna 180 N9147C
2st Place Wittman Tailwind N77ZW Ron Rupp Havasu City, AZ
Frank Meyer Eckert, CO 2nd Place Globe GC-1B N78103

Karl & Donna Johnson San Diego, CA
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COPPERSTATE AWARD WINNERS Contd.

Contemporary

1stplace Cessna 182B N34DM
Chris Burgess Durango, CO

2nd Place Cessna 172 N9177B
Preston Bolan San Diego, CA

Antique
1st place Fairchild 24W-40 NC28648
Mike Still Chandler, AZ

Military

1st place P-51D N524RP
Larry Perkins Chandler, AZ

2nd Place AT-6G N7487C
Doug Beason Safford, AZ

Best Rotor Craft
Gauchat Safari N147MD
Mike Gauchat Peoria, AZ

SAGA OF J-3 CUB N77531

| have always wanted to own a J-3 Cub. My
Piper Comanche is a great cross-country
plane, but with the price of 100LL and its
cruise speed, it's not the best plane for
spending an hour flying around looking at
Arizona scenery, or doing some late
afternoon touch-and-goes.

Scanning Barnstormers. com, and other web-
sites, | came across a J-3 for sale near
Dallas, made a trip down to look at it in July,
and decided that the price was acceptable.
The sale was conditional upon the seller
cleaning up some airworthiness certificate
issues that were accomplished by mid-
August.

The next challenge was how to get the Cub
from Texas to Arizona. The insurance
company insisted that both my son, Ryan,
and | have 10 hours of dual in a J-3 prior to
solo. | couldn’t find a Cub available for rent
here in Arizona. One plan was to go to the
Dallas area, stay in a hotel, find a CFl and get
the 10 hours of dual before flying it home.
Ryan was in the midst of upgrading to
Captain, moving to a new domicile, and
waiting for the birth of our next grandchild, so
he was not able to participate.

A white knight in shining armor then came to
the rescue (well maybe not with the shining
armor). Curtis Clark volunteered to fly the J-3
to Arizona for me. Jack Pollack said he would
help out if needed. The next question was
when: We needed a confluence of Curtis
having several days off, and good weather,
temperatures below the mid-90s and no
forecast high winds all along the route.
Weeks went by without an acceptable set of
conditions.

Finally, Curtis and | flew down to Dallas on
Sunday, October 21, took the wings and tail
off that afternoon, loaded the plane in a truck
on Monday, and Curtis drove it to Arizona,
arriving on Wednesday. The J-3 is now in the
process of being reassembled. By the way,
on that Sunday in Texas it was sunny, but
winds too high to fly the Cub, on Monday it
was cold, windy and raining much of the day.

The main purpose of this article is to publicly

thank Curtis for the time and effort he put into

this project. Curtis, thank you very much.
Your Newsletter Editor

Thunderbird Field EAA Chapter 1217. Contacts

President Curtis Clark | 602 953-2571 EAAChapter1217@aol.com
Vice President Terry Emig 520 836-7447 | dprez@cactusflyin.org
Secretary/Treasurer Jack Pollack | 480 525-1885 | Jack.Pollack@Analyticalgroup.com
Newsletter Editor Ron Kassik | 480 948-0168 | ronkassik@cox.net
Young Eagles Bob Kruse 480 391-1228 | Point9Kruse@aol.com
Technical Counselors | Dan Muxlow | 480 563-4228 | N27DM@cox.net

Jim Berdick | 623 293-2708 | Berdick@qgwest.net

Chapter Website: www.ThunderbirdField.org
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ThunderAds

FOR SALE

TEAM TANGO KIT

80% assembled in Tempe. $24K for the complete kit
and $5k for the complete Subaru Engine, gauges

Bart D. Hull 480-452-9208 (Cell)

CESSNA SKYMASTER PARTNER

Looking for qualified partner to share this well
equipped, pressurized, well maintained twin that is in a
legal hangar at DVT. Bill Pabst 602-953-2034

SEAT BELT/SHOULDER HARNESS SETS

New black belts, still in original sealed plastic bags.
They are non-TSO’ed for Experimental planes only and
are original equipment on F-16's. $150. per set.
Curtis Clark 602-710-4494

TITAN TORNADO I

Light Sport Aircraft with 80hp Jabiru 2200 engine. 153
Hrs TTAE. Fly this “Poor Man’s Fighter” without a
medical. Tandem dual stick controls. Electric flaps
and trim. EIS system, Icom IC-A6, Garmin GPS 195,
Sigtronics intercom.  Altimeter, ASI, VSI, strobes,
landing light, BRS. Two props and tow-bar included.
Burns 3.4 gal/hr during climb-out and 2750 rpm cruise.
$24,900. Call Todd 480-755-4200 www.djs4u.com

GLASTAR PROJECT
Lycoming 0-320 engine. Located at Carefree Airport.
Al Ross 480 595-9579

TWO SEAT ELECTRIC TUG/AIRPORT RUNABOUT
Good batteries, charger, & receiver hitch $800.
Dick Wall 602 809-0214

ANYWHERE MAP GPS

PDI format displays: Artificial Horizon, "Gyro" compass,
GPS altitude, distance and speed. Recent
manufacturer check-out, new batteries, and data
(4/07). 4 hour internal batteries or plug-in to AC power.
See www.anywheremap.com/aviation-gps.aspx Can
be Velcroed to instrument panel. Great deal at 2/3
retail price. Hal Rozema 602 553-8181 or
Hartist1@cox.net

1979 CESSNA TURBO 182RG
287 SMOH, O,, A/P, NDH Arv Schultz 602 275-1016

GRENGA GN-1 AIRCAMPER PROJECT

Biplane conversion but can be switched to a parasol.
Fuselage covered and Elizado Tigre engine installed.
$6000. Estate sale. Contact Lesley Morgan 480-834-
4831 or e-mail Curtis at EAAChapter1217@aol.com to
receive a digital slideshow of the plane.

NSI SUBARU ENGINE, PROP AND SPINNER
Only approx 105 hours since new no damage.
Mike Berglund 602-684-1527 mberglund1@cox.net

PROP EXTENSIONS AND OTHER GOODIES

Prop extension, fits small Continental $150., 0-200
starter $150., Old cylinders for lamps $50. each. One
man Midget Sub. $2,500. Curtis Clark 602 953-2571

RV-4 PARTS

RV-4 tail kit, new in box, minimum work done $650.,
RV-4 wing parts: leading edge skins, tank skins, tank
baffles, and top and bottom wing skins, prepunched,
new $500. Mike 602-862-0699

KITLOG SOFTWARE COMPANY

Provides a web based builder's log. The perfect
business for someone with good computer skills and a
desire to travel to Fly-ins. Contact Chapter 1217
member Paul Besing at pbesing@yahoo.com

LYCOMING 0-235-C1
673 SMOH, Sky Tec starter, removed from Long Eze
for 0-320 upgrade. $6500. Mark Boram 520-883-0672

JEFFAIRE BARRACUDA PROJECT

Fuselage on gear, wings built. 80% complete. Must
sell for only $9,900. Hangered at Glendale, AZ. Call
John 480-704-3250

SERVICES

Flight Instruction- BFR’s

Alan Trabilcy alantrabilcy@yahoo.com,
480-747-0349 m or 480-948-1747 h

Prop balancing, Annuals, Prebuys
Jim Berdick Al 623-581-9152

Annuals, Restorations, Fabric Work
Eloy Airport Julie White 520-466-3442

Aircraft Welding and Restorations
Evans Aviation 480-585-3119

Airmen Physicals
Dr. Henry Givre AME, Chapter member and RV-4
owner. 520-836-8701

Aircraft Photography
Mike O’Connor  CrashOConnor@aol.com
480-515-5105

BFR’s
Fred Lloyd 602-234-1940

Machine Shop
High quality parts fabrication for homebuilts at a

reasonable price. David Leverentz 520-898-4321

Want to see your aircraft-related ad
here in the Thunderword?

Send an E-mail to
EAAChapter1217@aol.com
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Thunderbird Field
EAA Chapter 1217
5450 East Voltaire
Scottsdale, Arizona 85254
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